
Sunday, July 27, 2008 

Sermon Series: Defining Our Faith 
 

Sola Fide 

     Faith Works: The Nature of Saving Faith 
 

Introductory ThoughtsIntroductory ThoughtsIntroductory ThoughtsIntroductory Thoughts    

Our response in salvation is faith, but even that is not of ourselves [but is] the 

gift of God. Faith is nothing that we do in our own power or by our own re-

sources.  In the first place we do not have adequate power or resources. More 

than that, God would not want us to rely on them even if we had them. Other 

wise salvation would be in part by our works, and we would have some 

ground to boast in ourselves. Paul intends to emphasize that even faith is not 

from us apart from God’s giving it. 
 

 

What Faith is not: 

i) It is not a subjective feeling 

 

 

 

ii) It is also not credulity 
 
 

 

Iii) It is also not optimism. 
 

 

 
What Saving is Faith is: 
i) Knowledge (an intellectual element –notita) 

 

 
 

ii) Heart response (an emotional element – assensus) 
 

 

 
iii) Commitment (a volitional element - fiducia) – 
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Sermon HD Questions 

 

1.  What Do You have to believe in to be saved? (1 Cor. 15:1-9) 

 

 

2.  Is all faith redemptive? 

 

 

3.  What does saving faith look like: (Jas. 2:14-26 & Heb. 11) 

 

 

4.  Where does our faith come from? 

 

 

 

 

 

Some Reading Suggestions: 

 Evangelism and the Sovereignty of God by J.I. Packer 

 Willing to Believe by R.C. Sproul 

  The Gospel According to Jesus by John F. MacArthur 
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